Why do Bad Things
Happen to Good
People?
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Overview

The question of why bad things happen to good people is one of the most difficult theological
and philosophical dilemmas, often referred to as the problem of evil and suffering. While no
single answer fully satisfies every person or situation, here are some of the most well-regarded
answers from Christian theology, philosophy, and scripture.
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1. The Free Will Defense (Human Choices Matter)

e Core Idea: God gave humanity free will, and much suffering is a result of human
choices rather than divine punishment.

e Biblical Basis: Genesis 2-3 (Adam and Eve’s choice led to suffering entering the world);
Deuteronomy 30:19 ("I set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose
life.").

e Application: Many tragedies happen because of human decisions (war, crime, greed,
neglect, injustice). God allows us to make choices, even when they bring suffering.

Question: How do we balance free will with God's sovereignty?

2. The Fallen World Explanation (Broken Creation)

e Core Idea: The world is not as God originally intended. Sin has corrupted creation,
leading to natural disasters, disease, and death.

e Biblical Basis: Romans 8:20-22 (Creation is groaning under corruption, waiting for
redemption).

e Application: Hurricanes, cancer, and accidents aren't necessarily punishments—they are
consequences of a broken world in need of renewal.

Question: How does knowing this give us hope instead of despair?

3. The Soul-Making (Growth Through Suffering) Approach

e Core Idea: Suffering can be a way for people to grow spiritually and morally,
becoming stronger, wiser, or more compassionate.

¢ Biblical Basis: Romans 5:3-5 ("Suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope."); James 1:2-4 ("The testing of your faith produces
perseverance.").

e Application: Many people testify that their greatest growth came through suffering.
While painful, trials can shape us.

Question: How do we encourage someone to grow without diminishing their pain?

4. The Job Answer (Some Suffering is a Mystery)

e Core Idea: Sometimes, suffering has no clear explanation, and we must trust God even
without answers.

¢ Biblical Basis: The Book of Job (Job suffered greatly but never received an explanation
from God—only a call to trust Him).

e Application: When answers are lacking, we rely on faith, community, and hope rather
than trying to explain every tragedy.

Question: How do we find peace in not knowing?
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5. The Jesus Answer (God Suffers With Us)

Core Idea: Christianity is unique in teaching that God Himself suffers—in Jesus, God
experienced pain, loss, betrayal, and death.

Biblical Basis: Isaiah 53:3 ("A man of sorrows, acquainted with grief."); Hebrews 4:15
(Jesus is our high priest who sympathizes with our weakness).

Application: God is not distant from suffering—He entered into it fully in Christ. This
means when we suffer, we are never alone.

Question: How does knowing Jesus suffered help us cope with our own suffering?

6. The Eternal Perspective (This Life is Not the End)

Core Idea: If this life were all there is, suffering would be tragic and meaningless. But
in Christ, we believe in a greater future where all suffering is redeemed.

Biblical Basis: 2 Corinthians 4:17 ("Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for
us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all."); Revelation 21:4 ("He will wipe away
every tear... no more death or mourning or crying or pain.").

Application: This life is not the final chapter. Suffering may not make sense now, but
in eternity, it will be.

Question: How can we hold on to hope without minimizing people’s current pain?

How These Answers Fit Luke 13:1-9

The people in Luke 13:1-5 assumed suffering was God’s punishment. Jesus rejects this
idea, saying that tragedy is a warning for everyone to turn back to God.

The fig tree in Luke 13:6-9 represents the patience of God. We may not know why
suffering happens, but we are given time to bear fruit despite it.

Final Takeaway

There is no single “perfect” answer, but Christianity offers a God who understands suffering,
promises ultimate redemption, and calls us to trust even when we don’t understand.
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