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What are the Most Used 
Study Bibles? 
Several study Bibles were widely used among different Christian denominations. Keep in mind that 
preferences may vary among individuals and denominations. Here are some of the well-known study 
Bibles. The editors and contributors of study Bibles are often scholars, theologians, and experts in their 
respective fields. Here's a brief overview of some of the key figures associated with the study Bibles 
mentioned: 

Scofield Reference Bible:  

• The Scofield Study Bible is one of the most well-known study Bibles, especially among those 
who follow a dispensationalist interpretation of scripture. 

• Editor: Cyrus I. Scofield 
• Context: First published in 1909, the Scofield Reference Bible is associated with 

dispensationalism, a theological framework that divides history into distinct periods or 
"dispensations." Scofield's notes and commentary are influential in shaping dispensationalist 
thought. 

NIV Study Bible:  

• Published by Zondervan, the NIV Study Bible is popular among readers of the New International 
Version (NIV) translation. It includes commentary, maps, charts, and introductions to each book. 

• Editors: Kenneth Barker (original editor), Burton L. Goddard (OT), Donald H. Madvig (NT) 
• Context: The NIV Study Bible was first published in 1985 and is associated with the New 

International Version translation. It features contributions from a diverse group of evangelical 
scholars, providing a broad perspective on the biblical text. 

ESV Study Bible:  

• The English Standard Version (ESV) Study Bible is known for its comprehensive notes, articles, 
and maps. It's popular among those who prefer the ESV translation. 

• General Editor: Wayne Grudem 
• Context: Published in 2008, the ESV Study Bible is associated with the English Standard Version 

translation. Wayne Grudem, a prominent evangelical theologian, served as the general editor, and 
the contributors include scholars from various denominational backgrounds. 

Life Application Study Bible:  

• This Bible, available in various translations, is designed to help readers apply biblical principles 
to their daily lives. It includes practical insights and application notes. 

• General Editor: Bruce B. Barton 
• Context: The Life Application Study Bible, first published in 1988, focuses on practical 

application of biblical principles to everyday life. Bruce B. Barton was the general editor, and the 
contributors include theologians and experts in various fields. 
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The MacArthur Study Bible:  

• Edited by John MacArthur, this study Bible offers in-depth commentary, theological insights, and 
practical application. It is associated with a Reformed and conservative theological perspective. 

• Editor: John MacArthur 
• Context: John MacArthur, a pastor, author, and theologian associated with the Reformed 

tradition, edited The MacArthur Study Bible. It includes his commentary and theological insights, 
reflecting a conservative and Reformed perspective. 

The Ryrie Study Bible:  

• Edited by Charles Ryrie, this study Bible provides explanations of key theological concepts and is 
associated with dispensationalism. 

• Editor: Charles C. Ryrie 
• Context: Charles C. Ryrie, a theologian and professor, edited The Ryrie Study Bible. It is known 

for its dispensationalist perspective and includes Ryrie's notes on key theological concepts. 

The Reformation Study Bible:  

• This study Bible, associated with the Reformed tradition, includes notes from scholars such as 
R.C. Sproul and provides theological insights. 

• General Editor: R.C. Sproul 
• Context: The Reformation Study Bible, associated with the Reformed tradition, features the work 

of theologian R.C. Sproul as the general editor. It provides theological insights and reflections 
from a Reformed perspective. 

The Archaeological Study Bible:  

• This Bible focuses on archaeological findings related to biblical events, providing historical 
context to the text. 

• General Editor: Duane Garrett 
• Context: The Archaeological Study Bible, published in 2005, is edited by Duane Garrett and 

focuses on providing archaeological insights into the biblical text. It includes contributions from 
archaeologists and scholars with expertise in biblical archaeology. 

The Women's Study Bible: 

• General Editor: Dorothy Kelley Patterson 
• Context: The Women's Study Bible is designed to provide insights and commentary from a 

woman's perspective. Dorothy Kelley Patterson, a professor and author, served as the general 
editor. This study Bible often includes articles, commentary, and study notes that address topics 
and concerns relevant to women in the context of biblical teachings. 

Understanding the background and theological perspectives of the editors and contributors can provide 
insight into the emphasis and approach of each study Bible. Keep in mind that theological perspectives 
may vary, and it's helpful to choose a study Bible aligned with one's own theological convictions. 

Remember that the popularity of study Bibles can change over time, and new editions may be released. 
Additionally, individual preferences and denominational affiliations often influence the choice of a study 
Bible. It's a good idea to check for more recent reviews and editions for the latest information. 

 


